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their shops. I have often seen numbers of men and women, lost in
drink, engaged in street-brawls or going tipsily along public
roads. I have been deeply moved by such sights. What a pity, I
would say, that my brothers and sisters should be in such a state!
Through this wretched habit of drinking, how low have we sunk
in this country? Losing all sense, we have fallen into immorality
and vice. In order that we may be freed from this condition,
the young among us must come forward. They must reason and
plead with the obtuse, entreat them and dissuade them from
drinking. They must station themselves near wine-shops and
turn away Indians who might approach these. If, in doing so,
they have to suffer insults or assaults, they must put up with
them, too. This course, if adopted, would help destroy the evil
habit. You will all become better in the result. The whites here
will also look on you with respect. Your pecuniary condition will
improve as well, and you will be set on the right path. I,
therefore, beg of you to shake off this evil habit.
I will never forget your love for me and it will be my chief
duty in India to look after your interests.   I am under inden-
ture with you all for the rest of my life, so that I am not likely
ever to put you out of my heart.  May you, too, not forget me,
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 22-7-1914
364. PARTING MESSAGE1
[durban,
July 12, 1914\
Whether you are Hindus or Muslims, Parsis or Christians,
work unitedly as Indians. Forget religious differences and never
allow your heart to shrink. The community will retain the pres-
tige it has gained only if all of you work together. If, during my
stay in South Africa, I have harmed anyone, maybe unknowingly,
please forgive me.
[From Gujarati]
Indian Opinion, 22-7-1914
1 GandMji gave this message at Durban on the cvc of his departure for
Johannesburg.

